
Three Kameraden Remember

fter 60 years Charlie Battery and the 3rd/71st is still remembered 
and honored by the people who we helped recover from their 
nightmare experience. Last April, 2018, the Heilbronner Stimme 

Newspaper featured an article remembering  Charlie Battery, Kleingart-
ach, featured here on pages 2 in German, and on page 3 is the English 
translation.

This "Stimme" newspaper article, written by Claudia Kostner,  features 
the memories and reminisces of 3 local gentlemen, Günter Walter, Robert 
Böckle and Werner Kümmerle, who remember the events between 1958 
and 1985. "All three were involved in one way or another with the defense 
base".

It is a great article with great stories, along with many facts and historical 
references, and recollections. From the beginning with the planning and 
cost, to the end and how it was demolished and re-purposed, it is an en-
joyable and  well written piece. 

So we are honored that we are remembered, and express our apprecia-
tion. We did our job, and at the same time became neighbors and partners 
in our ongoing quest for peace and prosperity. We had a very unique expe-
rience with many wonderful memories, which have lasted a lifetime.
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Vielen Dank...!





Moscow. „But already in the In the summer 
of 1958 the resistance subsided. Because not 
only state forest was for the terrain needed, 
even private owners were Purchased areas. 
And by the construction of Defense base, 
started with the end of September was opened, 
earning opportunities for young farmers. 
  One of them was the then 18-year-old 
Werner Kümmerle. For a Mannheim 
Construction company he has together with 
150 men worked. Supply lines, administrative 
and residential buildings, radar and Bunkers 
were built. „I have iron mats braided for 
the launcher „, reports the Stettener. Many 
in the village would have the Defense base 
accepted, Günter Walter knows: „When 
the Russians come with the planes, we can 
not shoot back with carbines, did you say.“ 
  The 14 million mark was initiated 
expensive defense base on 15 December 
1959. 125 soldiers lived in the barracks. 
Also in the neighboring villages were the 
Amis present. „They were an asset for 
the place, especially if they had payday „,
says Werner Kümmerle with a smile. 
„They have drunk and steamed at Bälz. 
There was Schnitzel, “adds Günter Walter. 

Pershing After ten years, the Americans gave 
the Nike location. But 1971 gave it’s a new 
development: Pershing 1-A missiles came to 
the Heuchelberg. Alternately practiced there 
the mobile Pershing units the Badenerhof 
barracks Heilbronn and the artillery barracks 
Neckarsulm. “You are with their rocket sled 
through Stetten”, Walter remembers. 1974 
was the military area even the requirements 
adapted to a Pershing 2 station and from 
attended high American military, 1977 
but closed. 1982 and 1983 caused reports 
in the “star” and in the “mirror” for new 
ones Excitement: On the Heuchelberg 
is one ongoing Pershing 2 fire readiness 
planned. The rockets were then but on the 
Heilbronn Waldheide stationed. “Maneuver 
still took place in the forest, “said Walter.
1981/1982 have the Schwaigerner local 
council considered, in the former barracks
Set up a retirement home, says Werner 
Kümmerle, who was on the board at that time.
  After abandonment of the watch was in the 
Basis many have been destroyed and plundered.
“The first time I am with the pistol unlocked 
went in, “says Robert Böckle, who In 1981 
he took over the management of the forest 
district would have. He has witnessed the 
demolition since 1985. “The concrete slabs 
of the launchers were so fat, they were 
unbreakable “, 74-year-old Güglinger knows. 
He has the area reforested and a network 
of paths in the Gewann Fuchsberg built. 
Around 35,000 trees were planted over time. 
“Of the Rocket base is just the former fire 
extinguishing pond to see. Today amphibians 
live there “, says the retired forester.

60 years ago, the Cold War hit the 
rural tranquility of the villages 
around the Heuchelberg. In the 

so-called Marking corner Niederhofen-
Kleingartach-Stockheim built the US Army 
1958/1959 one from Germany 71 defense 
bases with the nuclear-mountable Nike 
missiles Ajax and Hercules - because of the 
location of the radar station Called “Basis 
Kleingartach”. After that she became the 
position for Pershing I-A missiles. “From the 
first day were nuclear warheads on-site “, is 
the Stetten farmer Günter Walter convinces. 
He was co-founder the protest movement 
“Schutzgemeinschaft Heuchelberg “.  
  Already in 1957 Walter had one in the state 
forest Surveyor from Heilbronn observes 
that of two Russian officers was spied on. 
“They have the measuring points registered 
on own maps “, the 84-year-old looks back. 
His letter to the editor to the Heilbronner 
voice have the resistance set in motion: “He’s 
hit like a bomb. Because if there is a rocket 
base here we would be the first target (of 
the) the Russians, “Günter Walter feared. 

Protests wave In February 1958 one started 
Wave of protest meetings of the conservation 
community Heuchelberg under the direction 
of Chairman Willi Knapp (Stetten) and dr.
Joachim Weitzsäcker (Brackenheim) 
- in the at that time still independent 
municipalities Stetten, Haberschlacht, 
Kleingartach and Niederhofen. Especially 
an explanation of the Headquarters of the 
American Army in Europe caused outrage: 
„Such a facility brings no major dangers 
as a petrol filling station „, so the wording. 
  Also the Heilbronn city council, the 
Schutzgemeinschaft Heilbronn and 
the Heilbronn District Council drafted 
resolutions, in which the federal government 
requested became, for the immediate 
attitude of the To use work. Due to the 
troop agreement from 1954 between the 
US, France, Great Britain and the Federal 
Republic Germany (FRG) was that but of In 
the beginning, it was hopeless, it says in the 
magazine of the Zabergäuverein of Herbert
Ade-Thurow on the topic „The 
cold War on the Heuchelberg „. 
  The resisters were under surveillance of the 
constitution protection. „They have Willi 
Knapp turned the whole villa over „, tells 
Günter Walter. One has oneself with his 23 
years no opinion I have the confidence: „At 
the town hall they have asked if my father 
was a communist. „ After it turned out that 
one the protest speaker actually an Eastern 
agent was, the newspaper „Christian and 
World“ has titled: „Rocket protest on the 
Heuchelberg remotely controlled from 

REGION In the headlines that was then Not. 
But the witnesses Günter Walter, Robert Böckle 
and Werner Kümmerle know to tell an exciting 
story: Im Forest on the Heuchelberg near 
Stetten have the RAF in the late 1970s shooting 
practice held. “That was inconspicuous. The 
Villagers thought the Americans are shooting. 
The Americans thought it was being hunted, 
“says Günter Walter. “There was on the road 
to Brackenheim a 300 meter long pine tree, the 
on the east side to the street and on the West 
side adjacent to the rocket base “, tells Walter, 

who was also a forestry worker at that time
was active. “That was a real thicket.” While 
browsing he found his and his Colleagues 
painted a plasterboard with painted, symbolic 
man in the Herzgegend had many bullet 
holes. “The detective came with metal 
detectors and has found in a pine trunk 
projectiles “, tells the 84-year-old. These 
projectiles Walter, from the weapon, with 
the on April 7, 1977 Attorney General 
Siegfried Buback and his two companions in
Karlsruhe had been murdered. “To comment 
on this we do not, “explains Markus Schmitt,
Spokesman for the Federal Prosecutor’s 
Office in Karlsruhe hey, on request of 

Heilbronner voice. At that time, Knut 
Folkerts was convicted as the perpetrator.
Christian Klar, Brigitte Mohnhaupt and Günter 
Sonnenberg. Members of the RAF had in the 
nearby Sachsenheim an apartment. That’s 
proven. They were probably also from several
Witnesses in the area of   Stromberg and 
Heuchelberg seen. On the way from the wooden 
back have lunch with one of his colleagues 
in Stromberg even talked to two terrorists,
so Günter Walter. At the Zaberquelle 
at Häfnerhaslach they were before the 
assassination also observed on Siegfried 
Buback Service. And in the summer holidays
In 1980, members of the group, Unter-

wegs in a car with a French license plate,
with the landlady of the restaurant Bälz 
liver sausage Bought. “Shortly thereafter, 
they are deadly crashed, “says Walter. It was 
about according to report in Heilbronner 
voice of July 26, 1980 to Juliane Plambeck 
and Wolfgang Beer. In the car was also the 
bag a Güglinger bakery. After the discovery 
of the plasterboard stood the By the way, 
Heuchelberg is once again in focus the police. 
“Some well-known hunters,” says Robert
Böckle, “you have clay pigeons in the foxhole 
shot. “A citizen had contacted the police, those 
with a hundred from Göppingen moved on. “But 
you are only up a few well-drunk hunters found.”

RAF-Terrorists apparently used the good cover
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Forestry workers found plasterboard with bullet holes in pine protection on the Heuchelberg - related to Buback assassination?

Günter Walter, Robert Böckle and Werner Kümmerle (from left) remember the events between
1958 and 1985. All three were involved in one way or another with the defense base. Photo: Claudia Kostner

Suddenly a goal
the Russian

rocketry
REGION The US Army construction 60 years ago

the Nike defense base “Kleingartach” started - eyewitnesses
(to) the events are still vividly remembered

The base on the Heuchelberg was the C 
battery the third battalion (3-C-71) of the 
US Army with the locations Kleingartach, 
Großsachsenheim, Kornwestheim and Mudau. 
1969 were the Nikes withdrew, from 1971 
to 1977 Pershing Stationed 1A missiles. The 
site became the training ground for the 
Quick Reaction Alerts - fast response troops 
from Heilbronn and Neckarsulm. After the 
demolition judged the Landratsamt Heilbronn 
there a Erd-(Earth) and Building rubble 
landfill. In the field of radar station is today the 
airfield of the Modellflugverein(Model Plane 
Club) Brackenheim. The forest administration 
and the Heilbronn hobby historian Thomas 
Schulz is now planning information panels on 
to remember the time of the Cold War. ck

C Battery becomes a landfill
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American Missiles in the 
middle of the woods: The 
base was opened in 1959
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