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The Rise and Fall of ARADCOM

or those who don’t know, or don’t remember, ARADCOM (Army Air 
Defense Command) was the acronym for the Nike Guided Missile 
Antiaircraft Command in the United States.

The following article was taken from “On Point” Magazine, the quarterly 
journal published by the Army Historical Foundation in Virginia, and is 
reprinted with generous and grateful permission. Colonel Gross was pri-
marily a field artillery officer, however, he did command a Nike Battery in 
defense of Travis Air Force Base, Fairfied, south of Sacramento, California.

This is a very interesting overview of the air defense weaponry of the U.S. 
Army, however, the article begins with a brief discussion of the strategic 
use of the tactics of aerial bombing of cities, civilians, as well as troops in 
the field. And of course when aircraft fly over to inflict harm, the other side 
tries to shoot them down.

It is especially good to see some discussion of the role of the Nike Guid-
ed Missile System as part of a primary Cold War weapon deterrent. And it 
was an even more important deterrent when it was used in the defense of 
Western Europe, primarily in what was then, West Germany.

Depending on the location of the Missile Base, they were 3-10 minutes by 
air from the Warsaw Pact Border. Missile sites were a 24/7/365 duty sta-
tion. Crews were always “Ready Room” available both in the IFC and in the 
Launching Area. And when on an alert, the generators were running in all 
three Launching Area Sections ready for immediate launch, if necessary.
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In Germany these Missile sites were dispersed throughout the county side. 
They were mostly isolated and usually some distance from any Kaserne or 
Barracks of any kind. Charlie Battery base was at least 30 plus kilometers 
from Wharton Barracks in Heilbronn, Baden-Württemberg.

But this isolation did bring everyone closer together, and also encouraged 
more interaction with the local people of our Neighborhood. It took time 
to get to know each other, however, the placement of a base like Charlie 
Battery initially brought much anger and resentment, because that meant 
that the area could become a target and that made them quite nervous. 
The barracks area was burned down twice during construction. But over 
time this interaction resulted in trust and lasting friendships, both among 
the GI’s, as well as with the local people. But for the most part, the Cold War 
and the Nike Missile contribution has been forgotten.

Finally for those interested in the history of America, On Point is an excel-
lent source, because the history of the U.S. Army is inextricably integrated 
with America’s history. The On Point Journal is an excellent source, and I 
might say, enjoyable reading as well. The works are scholarly and well writ-
ten.

The final pages of this document provide the information on becoming a
member, with the basic membership being a very good value. All are en-
couraged to familiarize yourselves with the range of options.

Please Note:

As a personal observation - On Page 4 of this document (page 39 of On Point) lower 
Right Photo F shows, and corresponding caption reads, as follows:

“...Integrated Fire Control area shows site’s target acquisition radar in the foreground 
and target tracking radar in the background.”

To be accurate it should read:

“...Integrated Fire Control area shows site’s target acquisition radar in the foreground 
and target tracking radar and missile tracking radar in the background.”













EXAMPLE  II EXAMPLE  III

EXAMPLE  I EXAMPLE  IV

This is What is Possible 

Please read the infor-
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