
VIGILANCE  • STRENGTH  •  HONOR  •  RESOLVE
WINNING THE PEACE WITH PEACE THROUGH

Charlie Battery's Unpleasant Legacy
n 2011 the villages and residents around the Heuchelberg celebrated the 

"Year of the  Forests".  Part of that celebration was a day of events and en-

tertainment on the new summit of the Heuchelberg.

That new summit happens to be the build up of soil that is continually used to 

cover up what used to be the Launching Area of Charlie Battery of the 3rd/71st. 

After the Launching Area was dismantled it was discovered that it was severely 

toxic and polluted, so it was turned into a construction waste landfill, or in Ger-

man "eine Erddeponie.  In other words, it was just covered up, and it kept getting 

filled with "Clean" fill, like dirt and construction waste. Although now closed, it 

did increase the overall height of the Heuchelberg about 23 meters, or  75.46 feet 

bringing it up to a new height of 335 meters, or 1099.08 feet. This can all be read 

by going to page 8 of this PDF.                                     

In addition to the celebrations and events was a dedication and placement of a 

stone Monument commemorating the summit's new elevation. Pictures of that 

day can be seen on pages 7 & 8,  of an article that was in the Heilbronn newspa-

per called the "Heilbronner Stimme". There are photos of local dignitaries and the 

monument.  Also included are the Flyer for this event, that also has the original 

page as well as the translated one.  Those pages are just after the article men-

tioned above.

The local Forester, Jochen Rüb was one of those who led that dedication, and 
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it was shortly after that time that Herr Rüb had, what my friend Thomas Schulz 

described as a "Brain Wave", or an idea, or vision. His vision was to install informa-

tion Kiosks that documents the former presence, mission, and history of Charlie 

Battery, and that was back in 2011, so it was really a project that took much time 

and included many different people, communities, county and state involvement 

and approvals.

But with perseverance and hard work it has come to pass...! There are now Kiosks 

at each of the areas that document our presence and history. What an honor that, 

after all this time, the job we did has been remembered, and with good memories 

and appreciation.

Herren: Jochen Rüb, Thomas Schulz, Herbert Ade-Thurow, Max Ehrle, the guys at 

the Military History Collection of Heilbronn, The Forest Workers of Heilbronn, Mar-

tin Rüter, head of the Eppingen branch and deputy head of the forestry service; 

who gave his support and permit for the project in the state of Baden - Württem-

berg forest.  Photos of the installation have been placed on the Charlie Battery 

web site, and they can be viewed if you "Click Here". 

 The State Surveyor's office in Stuttgart,  The Breitenbach company, the sheet 

maker. And finally, the good people of Niederhofen, Stetten, Schwaigern, Haber-

schlacht, Kleingartach, Brackenheim, and everyone else who remembers that 

amazing time, and who contributed to this effort.  

It is not only a connection  of a good job done, but it is also a connection of the 

Heart and that brings everything around full circle. Who would of thought that 

from the ashes of rejection and fear in 1958, that the heart connection would re-

main so strong and true for these 60 + years.

!...Vielen Dank...!

Baden - Württemberg

http://charlie3rd71st.com/kleingartach/battery_today/page_3.html#kiosks
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Sonntag, 10, April 

(zwischen Schwaigern-Stetten und Brackenheim) 





International Year of Forests 2011

"Heuchelberg-Summit"

Sunday, 10, April 
11am - 5 pm, Heuchelberg Landfill

(beween Schwaigern-Stetten and Brackenheim) 

A Destination for Young and Old
Inauguration: The new highest point on the Heuchelberg
with an impressive all-round view
Planting campaign of wild service tree - tree of the year 2011
Vehicles and Photo show of the former 
Missile Launch base

District Landfill:
Dates, facts, maps
Childern's hands-on and 
handicraft campaign 
by forest workers
Live music with 
Wild oak instruments
Chainsaw art
Information on Nature
Conservation, nesting boxes
Butterflies, insects, Nature Tour
Entertainment

International Year 
of Forests 2011 



International Year of Forests 2011

"Heuchelberg-Summit"

11:00 a.m. Start with live music
The Heuchelberg was a military launch base until the late 1970s 
for American Nike and Pershing missiles. Hobby historian Thomas 
Schulz shows vehicles, documents and slides (in the media tent) 
from this time.

1.30 p.m. Inauguration of the Heuchelberg summit, with boul-
ders and a great all-round distant view.
By filling the earth dump, the Heuchelberg is from the past 
332 m to a new height of 353 m above sea level NN grown.

Planting campaign "Tree of the Year 2011" of the forest kinder-
garten Waldwichtel e.V. Brackenheim together with representa-
tives of the municipality: The wild service tree, a relative of the 
more famous Rowanberry, is a rare, warm-loving inhabitant of our 
mixed deciduous forests. It delivers beautiful wood. The carpen-
ter URHOLZ shows Pieces of furniture and lots of interesting facts 
about this lovely tree species. There is also Live Music with guitars 
and drums made from wild service wood. The Heilbronn district 
waste management company uses this former military site as an 
Landfill. Large areas were created Backfilling already recultivated by 
the forest administration and the Nature returned. Experts convey 
interesting information.The forestry office offers Handicrafts and 
hands-on activities for children, Chainsaw carvings and a tree 
species quiz (with small ones Prices).
The NABU Schwaigern provides information about Animal and Plant 
Species on the landfill and gives tips on practical nature conserva-
tion. The Forest Kindergarten "Waldwichtel" and the Rural Women 
of Niederhofen serve with grilled sausages, drinks, coffee and cake.

A joint event by: Landratsamt Heilbronn, waste management company and Forestry office - Carpen-
ter URHOLZ - Hobby Historian Thomas Schulz - NABU Schwaigern - Forest kindergarten"Waldwichtel 
e.V." - Rural Women Niederhofen D
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SCHWAIGERN 2011 is the "Inter-
national Year of Forests". For this 
reason, the forestry office Heil-
bronn organizes together with the 
waste management operator of the 
land ice and other players on Sun-
day. April 10, a Heuchelberg sum-
mit. From 11 am to 5 pm, there is a 
colorful program at the landfill site 
between Stetten and Brackenheim. 
After live music, amateur historian 
Thomas Schulz shows vehicles, 
documents and slides from the 70s 
when the Heuchelberg served as a 
military launch pad for American 
Nike and Pershing rockets.
At 1.30 pm, the new Heuchelberg 
summit is to be bouldered with 
boulder, as the mountain has 
grown by 23 meters due to refills 
in recent years. An observation 
tower is set up for this day. A plant-
ing action with the tree of the year 
the Elsbeere, fires up. In addition 
to a furniture exhibition, there is 
live music with guitars and drums 
made of strawberry wood. The 
Forestry Office also offers craft and 
hands-on activities for children. 
Chain saw carvings and a tree spe-
cies quiz. The Nabu Schwaigern 
informs about animals and plants 
on the landfill. The forest kinder-
garten "Waldwichtel" and the rural 
women Niederhofen are hosting. 

35 000 Trees and a new summit
SCHWAIGERN Completion of the first reclamation on the Heuchelberg Landfill

By Herbert Kaletta

Landfill

The children of the Walkindergarten 
from Brackenheim were eager for both.

Mayor Johannes Hauser (right) and forester Jochen Rüb reveal the boulder. In the background the summit scaffolding 
with a much visited viewing platform, which was dismantled again.                                                       Photos: Thomas Braun

T he Heuchelberg has been 
brought to new heights. It 
was 330 meters high before 

replenishing the landfill of the same 
name, and now the new summit is 
353 meters above sea level. Forestry 
and waste management office of the 
district yesterday invited to its inau-
guration of the Year of Woods to sev-
eral hundred visitors on the ridge near 
Schwaigern.

The former forest has once again 
become forest - at least from the part 

that no longer 
serves as a land 
dump. After all, 
ten hectares is 
what nature recap-
tures with the help 
of foresters.
According to Ep-
pingen Forestry 
Director Martin 
Rüter and the re-
sponsible district 

forester Jochen Rüb, it is estimated 
that around 35,000 trees have been 
planted in 1990. Alders, Cherries, Af-
rican Maple and Robinia trees, which 
grow well on land that was previously 
no forest. In addition, around 300 
strawberries. It is the tree of the year 
2011 with small, rosehip like berries. 
Around 20 children of the (Wood)
Waldkindergarten Waldwichtel e, V. 
from Brackenheim are there, with 
their leader Silvia Serr Marx and they 
planted about 100 new small trees. 

What can be made of them later, 
shows Thomas Keller of Urholz from 
Schwaigern-Stetten. The brown wood 

with beautiful grain is particularly 
suitable for furnitue of all kinds. The 
Foresters show woodwork with the 
chainsaw.

The Heuchelberg has brought it to 
new heights. It was 330 meters high 
before replenishing the landfill of the 
same name, the new summit is now 
353 meters above sea level. Forestry 
and Waste Management Office of the 
district that animals who lived in the 
Woods now find habitat again, and 
is clearly illusrated by the presence 
of the Nabu-Ortsgruppe (a bird) in 
Schwaigern. In peace, the military 

past is almost unimaginable. Up to 
220 US soldiers were stationed here 
from 1959 to 1977. There were rocket 
launching bases. Last for Pershings 
with their nuclear warheads, until 
they came to Heilbronn on the forest 
heath. Heiko Eberbach and Thomas 
Schulz, of the Military History Col-
lection Heilbronn, have built two 
vehicles from this period. In a small 
military tent, they bring the story

In 1984, buildings and bunkers 
were blown up. "Without this setup, 
that would not have become a land-
fill," says Martin Rüter. Because it 
offered to leave the many concrete 
rubble here, instead of driving away 
expensive. And so, over time, the con-
tent of about 90,000 truckloads were 
dumped over and over created the 
mountain to which summit on Sun-
day in a kind of information course, 
presented by County Waste Advisor 
Hubert Horak. Not far from its stand, 
a donation by the Güglinger scaffold-
ing builder Layher stands out, raising 
the summit by 8.40 meters on Sun-
day: a metal scaffolding tower with 
a platform, from which many enjoy a 
great all-round view.

Next door to the summit, 
Schwaigern's Mayor Johannes Hauser 
unveils a two-ton boulder stone with 
a mounted wooden plaque, also three 
Yew trees are planted. Clear that the 
new highest point of the Heuchel-
berg, located about 800 meters east of 
the former, is good for wishes and fu-
ture thoughts. A solid lookout tower 
could introduce many who like the 
view. Others think the steady winds 
could be used for  generation of wind 
power energy. 

Music and 
Slide Show on 

the Heuchelberg

Background

The district currently operates nine 
landfills. The two in Beilstein and Löw-
enstein are filled up, the recultivation 
has begun. From the landfill Heuchel-
berg the largest, is well recultivated 
half of about 18.5 hectares. For 14 
years, around 900,000 cubic meters of 
earth had previously been deposited 
there. In 1999, the forestry office 
started to reforest the area. kal
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