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By Ulrike Maushake

The Heuchelberg protection community resisted the launch base (part 2)

Nike and Ajax to protect against Moscow

Info Thomas S chulz 
is  looking for 

photos  and other  docu-
ments  to  set  up a  documen-

tat ion on the  Heuchelberg 
Nike  launch base.  He can be 
reached dai ly  f rom 7 p.m.  at 
07131/251766

Inauguration of the Heuchelberg Nike base on December 15, 1959: Prime 
Minister Kurt Georg kiesinger was also there. (Photo: Archives / Eisenmenger)

In January 1957, the Lanes gov-
ernment of Baden-Württem-

berg approved the construction of 
five missile bases, according to an 
information letter from the Heu-
chelberg protection association in 
March 1958.

The community had been found-
ed a few days earlier to "use all 
democratic means" to build a pro-
posed Nike anti-aircraft base on 
Heuchelberg. "A piece of yellowed 
paper that tells of civil courage and 
a hot fight in the Cold War.

There was resistance everywhere 
in Zabergäu and in the Leintal, if 
the construction of the position 
was seen as a serious danger to 
the localities. Protest meetings 

and petitions everywhere. In Nie-
derhofen, the forest workers un-
dertook not to cut or remove any 
more wood for the launch base. 
But the protests were fruitless. The 
facility was put into operation on 
August 15, 1959 in order to coun-
ter any air raids with atomically 
equipped long-range bombers 
from Moscow.

Thomas Schulz from Heilbronn-
Böckingen can provide informa-
tion on how this looked exactly. 
As a volunteer at the technical 
relief organization, he helped re-
move the remains of the plant in 
the mid-1980s. Since then he has 
been interested in this piece of 
contemporary history and col-
lects documents that document it. 
However, much is kept under lock 

and key as military secret.
From three independent firing 

groups, facing east, he says the fir-
ing position was passed. "They were 
initially equipped with the Nike 
Ajax, then with the Nike Hercules 
with ranges of 40 or 130 and, when 
used on the ground, up to 185 kilo-
meters," said Schulz. They were later 
replaced by Pershing I, the medium-
range nuclear missile.

Each base had an underground 
bunker and a hall. The radar and 
fire control area rose above Stock-
heim Castle. In addition, there were 
barracks for around 220 soldiers, 
facilities for the infrastructure and 
a fire water basin on the site. With 
a double, finally triple fence, with 
barbed wire, watchtowers and strong 
headlights, says Thomas Schulz, the 
site was protected.
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Nature has recaptured the military area between Stetten and Haberschlacht (part3)

From now on the Americans have 
moved from Heuchelberg Nike base

After the withdrawal of the Americans in the late 1970s, there were plans to make 
an ammunition depot from the missile position. (Photo: Archives / Eisenmenger)

From today on they were morgan
Americans away, "looks the for-

mer district ranger Robert Böckle 
back to 1978. "Suddenly overnight. 
You left millions of dollars be-
hind." Everyone then got what was 
not riveted and nail-proof.

The concrete slabs of the Ab-
scussgruppen had caused special 
problems for Böckle, who was 
entrusted with the Aufgave to 
reforest the area: "They were 70 
centimeters thick and difficult to 

blow up."
Most of the area is now cov-

ered with forest again. Instead of 
American soldiers, there are now 
American coastal giant firs. "A 
particularly fast growing variety," 
says Böckle with a smile.

And, like irony, it also seems 
that where the radar tower rose to 
monitor the airspace, there is only 
one model building association. 
Model airplanes now soar without 
being run down by a Nike Hercu-
les. Instead of the soldiers' watch-
towers, hunters are raised. A pit, 

thickly overgrown with blackberry 
groves: here the soldiers have been 
waiting for their vehicles.

You have to know where to look, 
on the Fuchsberg, in the Lochwald, 
you still want to discover the re-
mains of the complex. The forest 
has recaptured the area. Only a 
concrete fire water pond has been 
completely preserved. circular and 
a good six meters deep, circular 
and a good six meters deep, to-
day it serves toads and frogs as a 
protected and hidden spawning 
ground.


